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THIS NEWSLETTER IS PUB-
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EXCEPT AUGUST, BUT ON-
LY IN DIGITAL FORMAT.   
ALL MEMBERS WITH VALID 
EMAIL ADDRESSES WILL 
RECEIVE AN EMAIL NOTICE 
OF THE NEWSLETTER WITH 
A LINK TO THE COMPLETE 
NEWSLETTER. IT ALSO 
CAN BE DOWNLOADED 
FROM THE MOPH WEBSITE 
AND PRINTED FOR LOCAL 
DISTRIBUTION. 

NATIONAL ADJUTANTõS CALL . . . 

Dear Patriots,  

Quotable Quote.  David Shears, a correspondent for the London 
Daily Telegraph  whose wry touch graced dispatches about Ameri-

can political campaigning and who once described the United 
States as òthe most fascinating, variegated, vulgar, sophisticated, 

ugly, beautiful, exciting country in the world,ó died March 20, 2013 

at Sibley Memorial Hospital in Washington.  He was 86.  

Donõt Delay . . . making your reservations for the Convention and 
the hotel -two separate actions. Youõll find all the forms under 
òConventionó on the MOPH Website and related ads in this Newslet-

ter.  You should also be checking your wardrobe - still time to order 
caps and shirts - and relaying any issues of concern to your Com-

manders for consideration at the Convention.  

And Finally, Goodbye . This is my final column as your Adjutant 
as my last day will be May 31.  While that will be my last day to be 

involved in MOPHõs current operations, I will have almost nine  
years of wonderful memories of past events to take with me when I 

leave.  I had already served as the National Service Director for four 
years before becoming National Adjutant, so I had valuable 
knowledge of the Order that I could apply to my new position.  But 

nothing really prepares you to solve the myriad of problems that 
come with administering the complex issues of the MOPH.  
  

In all my endeavors over the years, I tried to enforce the Bylaws, ex-
ecute the directives of the National Commander and other National 
Officers at the top and yet still protect and serve the membership at 

the Chapter level where our programs are executed.  
 

Frank Van Hoy will become the Acting National Adjutant and, just 

as with me, his experience as the National Service Director will al-
low him to òhit the deck running.ó  If you provide him the same 
support that I received, then he will be very successful.  
 

I will miss being Adjutant, but I will be active with my Chapter and 
attend our National Conventions where I hope to keep in touch 

with many of you. With the continued influx of new members from 
the ranks of the Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, I see a sound pro-

ductive future for MOPH and plan to be part of it.  
 

May you and yours always have fair winds and following seas!  
 

Yours in Patriotism,  
Jack  
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MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART 81st NATIONAL CONVENTION  
LAMOPH 80th  

6-11 August 2013  

John Q Hammons Hotels and Resorts  
Embassy Suites Hotel, Spa & Convention Center  

3303 Pinnacle Hills Parkway, Rogers AR 72758  

Reservations: 1 -800 -362 -2779 - Identify as Military Order of the Purple Heart  
Reference Group Code:  MP3  

Deadline for Reservations:  Sunday, July 7, 2013  

NO Reservations will be taken at the Group Rate after this date  
CONVENTION CHAIRMAN: VESS LAWBAUGH  

Home: 1 -479 -442 -8132  Email: sonjalawbaugh@att.net  

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS  

MOPH Members (Life & Associate) will use ONLY the MOPH Form;  LAMOPH (Life & Asso-
ciate) will use ONLY the LAMOPH Form  - each is to be accompanied with a single check 

for that form only.  Because of the separate accounting, we will return any combined 
checks.  
Registration forms can be found on the PH Website Home Page at the bottom right 

(òClick here for Convention Information and Formsó) and in the Purple Heart Magazine  be-
ginning with the March/April issue.  

WHEELCHAIR AND SCOOTER RENTAL  

 If you require a scooter or wheelchair: contact Mediquest  at 1 -479 -443 -2102 or  
 smccratic@medicalartspharmacy.org . Identify yourself as attending the òPurple Heart 

Conventionó and give your credit card number. Price quoted is $50 per week. 
Scooter or wheelchair will be delivered to the Embassy Suites Hotel. To en-
sure availability reserve by July 1, 2013.  

Please remember that if you do have any special needs, let the hotel know 
them when you  make your reservation.   All Convention forms and infor-

mation are maintained on the MOPH websiteõs home page. Scroll down to the 
block òCONVENTION.ó 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION  

        Remember to registration early -  The National Office at the  
Convention will be closed until 1:00PM, Tuesday 6 August.  

All Staff will be assisting with the morning registration process for 
those who have already registered .  The National Office will be open to 
take late registrations after 1:00PM.   The LAST DAY for registrations to 

the Convention will be Wednesday, 7 August.  

THE LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR THE BANQUET  

THURSDAY, 8 AUGUST, NOON  

mailto:smccratic@medicalartspharmacy.org
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ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING VETERANS  

INTREPID FALLEN HEROES FUND (IFHF)  
 

The Pentagon has a partnership with IFHF which is raising over $150 million to build 

clinics on military bases, aimed at treating and researching TBI and PTSD.  Begun in 
2000 and established as a not -for -profit organization in 2003 [501(c)(3)], the Fund provid-
ed close to $20 million to families of servicemen lost in combat in Iraq and Afghanistan 

from 2000 to 2005. In 2005, Federal programs increased benefits to such families, so 
IFHF redirected its support to the severely injured.  
 

In 2007, the Fund opened the Center for the Intrepid , a $55 million modern physical re-
habilitation center at Brooke Army Center in San Antonio, to treat military personnel who 
have been catastrophically disabled in combat operations.  
 

Following the opening of this Center, the Fund turned to another critical issue for wound-
ed troops, the treatment of TBI, by building the National Intrepid Center of Excellence 

(NICoE) in 2010 near the new Walter Reed National Military Center at Bethesda MD. This 
72,000 square foot two story facility provides the most advanced services for military per-

sonnel and veterans with TBI and PTS.  
 

To further enhance TBI research, diagnosis and treatment, IFHF will design and build 
seven to ten NICoE Satellite Centers at some of the largest military bases 

in the country, the first two at Fort Belvoir VA and Camp Lejeune NC. The 
Satellite Centers will provide similar care now being provided by the NICoE 

but at the home bases of many of the suffering troops. Data gathered by the 
Satellites will be sent back to the NICoE to aid in ongoing research, detec-
tion, diagnosis, and treatment of TBI,  PTSD and related afflictions.  Each 

satellite center will be about 25,000 square feet. and will incorporate the fol-
lowing facilities:  
Intake/Clinic area: testing, treatment & exam rooms; Physical Therapy: open gym layout 

with exercise equipment; Sleep Lab: equipped with computer monitoring system; Central 
Park: space providing calm atmosphere for relaxation 

and meditation;  Family Room: providing a reprieve 
space for family to spend time together.  
 

IFHF grew out of the philanthropic efforts of the late 
New York real estate businessman Zachary Fisher and 
wife Elizabeth who cared deeply for our wounded war-

riors.  
IFHFõs sister organization, The Fisher House Foundation, will have houses at each of the 
proposed Satellite Centers to accommodate patient families.     You can follow activities of 

the Fund and make contributions if desired at www.fallenheroesfund.org.  

VA SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH STATE FOR VET JOBS  

VA will provide the State Department access to the VA for Vets  high tech, high -touch ca-
reer readiness services to increase Veteran employment in the State workforce.  This agree-
ment is prompted by the Presidentõs Executive Order to increase the number of Veterans 

in the Federal workforce.  State supports Veteran recruitment, retention and reintegration 
through the development and implementation of the innovative VA for Vets program. While 

there are a number of existing Veteran an employment programs, many are not as compre-
hensive as VA for Vets . State helps Veterans secure jobs, provides access to career readi-

ness training and even provides additional hands -on support with career coaches to help 
Veterans navigate complex hiring processes.  
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MEDAL OF HONOR (POSTHUMOUSLY)  

CAPTAIN EMIL JOSEPH KAPAUN, USA (1916 -1951)  
CATHOLIC PRIEST AND ARMY CHAPLAIN  

On April 12, President Obama awarded the Medal of Honor to Captain Kapaun, presenting it to Kapaunõs 

nephew, Ray Kapaun, who accepted it on behalf of the family.  It is rare to read a medal citation as moving 

as the one written for Father Kapaun, but then he rendered almost miraculous services to his fellow sol-
diers.  
 

Chaplain Emil J Kapaun, while assigned to HQ Company, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, distin-
guished himself by extraordinary heroism, patriotism, and selfless service between Nov. 1 -2, 1950. During the 

battle of Unsan, Kapaun was serving with the 3rd Battalion of the 8th Cavalry Regiment. As 
Chinese Communist forces encircled the battalion, Kapaun 
moved fearlessly from foxhole to foxhole under direct enemy 
fire in order to provide comfort and reassurance to the out-
numbered Soldiers. He repeatedly exposed himself to enemy 
fire to recover wounded men, dragging them to safety.  
When he couldnõt drag hem, he dug shallow trenches to 
shield them from enemy fire. As Chinese forces closed in, 
Kapaun rejected several chances to escape, instead volun-
teering to stay behind and care for the wounded. He was 

taken prisoner of war by Chinese forces on Nov 2, 1950.  
After he was captured, Kapaun and other prisoners were marched for several days northward toward prison-
er-of-war camps. During the march Kapaun led by example in caring for injured Soldiers, refusing to take a 
break from carrying the stretches of the wounded while encouraging  others to do their part.  
Once inside the dismal prison camps, Kapaun risked his life by sneaking around the camp after dark, forag-
ing for food, caring for the sick, and encouraging his fellow Soldiers to sustain their faith and their humanity. 
On at least one occasion, he was brutally punished for his disobedience, being forced to sit outside  in subzero 
weather without any garments.  When the Chinese instituted a mandatory re -education program, Kapaun pa-
tiently and politely rejected every theory put forth by the instructors. Later Kapaun openly flouted his captors 
by conducting a sunrise service on Easter morning, 1951.  
When Kapaun began to suffer from the physical toll of his captivity, the Chinese transferred him to a filthy, 

unheated hospital where he died alone.  As he was being carried to the hospital, he 
asked Godõs forgiveness for his captors, and made his fellow prisoners promise to 

keep their faith. Chaplain Kapaun died in captivity on MAY 23, 1951.  
Chaplain Emil J. Kapaun repeatedly risked his own life to 
save the lives of hundreds of fellow Americans. His extraor-
dinary courage, faith and leadership inspired thousands of 
prisoners to survive hellish conditions, resist enemy indoc-
trination and retain their faith in God and country. His ac-
tions reflected the utmost credit upon himself, the 1st Cav-

alry Division, and the United States Army.  
 

Captain Kapaun is buried in a mass grave near the Yalu River and his remains 

are still missing.  In addition to the Medal of Honor, he was awarded the Bronze 

Star Medal just before his capture and the Distinguished Service Cross 

(posthumously) for his actions at Unsan.  
 

US Representative Todd Tiahrt (R -Kansas) campaigned since 2001 for Kapaun to receive the Medal of Hon-

or.  

In 1993, Kapaun was named Servant of God by the Catholic Church, the first step toward possible canoni-
zation.  
 

Kapaunõs family decided to give the medal to Pilsen, KS, Kapaunõs home town, for custody and display.  The 

town has already installed his stature in front of the local Catholic Church.  
 

Additional Details on Father Kapaun  
 

òOn November 2, 1950, the 8th Cavalry was encircled by Communist troops near Unsan. The soldiers were 

ordered to get past the enemy as best they could and regroup behind American lines. Father Kapaun, who 

was unwounded, might have escaped with them. He refused to go. Of his own free will he stayed on, helping 

the regimental surgeon take care of the wounded. And there, just at dark, the Chinese took him as he said 

the last prayers over a dying man.ó  (Saturday Evening Post.com)                                                                             

          (Continued on Page 5)  
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    SUPPORT YOUR 2013 MOPH CONVENTION BOOK!!!  

                       Convention Book Advertising                                              
   Due Date 31 May 2013 - No Refunds  

        Ad Size      Rate  Ad Contact Information   Media Format  

        Full Page      $275  Larry Sack     Color or Black & White  
        Half Page      $150  115 E. Vienna Drive   PDF, PowerPoint, Word  
        Quarter Page      $100  Hot Springs Village, AR 71909  Illustrator or EPS  
     Email: larrysack@sbcglobal.net  Attach Camera Ready  
     Phone: 501 -915 -0272   Copy 
     Make  checks out to:   Convention Book Size:  
     Dept. of Arkansas, MOPH   8 1/2 X 11  
 

Advertiser Contact Information  
 

 Organization or Person _______________________________________________________ 

 Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
 Name of Contact Person ______________________________________________________ 
 Phone Numbers:   Business __________  Home____________  Cell ________________ 
 Email:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Order  

AD SIZE  MEDIA FORMAT INCLUDED  PAYMENT ENCLOSED  

   

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS  

Additional Details on Father Kapaun  (Cont from page 4)  
 

òThe chaplain calmly walked through withering enemy fireó and hand-to-hand combat to provide medical 

aid, comforting words or the last rites of the Roman Catholic Church to the wounded, the citation said. 
When he saw a Chinese soldier about to execute a wounded comrade, Sgt. First Class Herbert A. Miller, he 

rushed to push the gun away. Mr. Miller, now 86, was at the White House for the ceremony with other vet-

erans, former prisoners of war and members of the Kapaun family.ó (NY Times , April 11, 2013)  

 

òAfter capture, Father Kapaun and his fellow prisoners were marched for two weeks over 300 miles deep 
into North Korea.  During this grueling march, when the soldiers were allowed to rest, Kapaun would stay 

on his frozen feet, walking among them, praying with and encouraging them.  The prison camp they 

marched to was not fit for animals, let alone humans. The barracks had little or no heat. Temperatures 

dropped to forty below zero at times and there were no winter clothes or blankets.  Several troops froze to 

death in their sleep. Of the 3000 American soldiers who ended up at this camp from 1950 -1951, 1200 died 

from cold, starvation or sickness.  
 

The Communist guards had no compassion for prisoners who became ill.  They moved Father Kapaun to a 
place in the camp called òthe hospital.ó The fact that no one came out of this hellhole alive earned it another 

name from the prisoners.  They called it òthe dying place.ó This is where Father Kapaun was to spend the 

last two days of  his life ñin a dark, dirty room, lying on a mud floor.ó 
(Duane Vachon, òSaint Dismas, The Good ThiefñFather Emil J. Kapaun, US Army, WWII and Korean War 1916 -1951,ó  
Hawaii Reporter , 2013]  
 



PATRIOT JACK STREETER (1921 -2013)  
 

Jack Streeter , MOPH member for twenty -five years with Chapter 0719 in Nevada, died in 

Reno on February 16th.  During WWII, Jack became the most decorated Nevadan 
from that war, serving with the 1st Division that was the first to reach 

England, the first to fight the enemy in North Africa and Sicily, the first 
on the beaches of Normandy in D -Day and the first to capture a major 
German City ñ Aachen.  His decorations included four Silver Stars, 

two Bronze Stars, four Purple Hearts, and the Legion of Merit.  The 
newest tower at the VA Hospital in Reno bears his name in honor of his heroic 

service. After the war, he attended Hastings Law School and then moved back 
to Reno where he was Washoe County District Attorney for three years before entering pri-

vate practice.  Throughout his life, he believed in vigorous physi-

cal exercise and would go to the gym at the Elkõs lodge each 
morning.  He is survived by his wife, Vera, and son, Jackson.  

May 2013  Page 6 

APPLICATIONS FOR MOPH MEMBERSHIP  
ATTENTION:   RECRUITERS  

  

Please  assist your Patriots in completing a complete Membership Application to National 
Headquarters:  
  

The Application must include documentation that supports the award of the Purple Heart 
Medal.  
  

Associate Member applications must also include documentation of the 
relationship  and proof of the Purple Heart award, if the Purple Heart re-
cipient is not a member.  

Dues:   Life Membership Dues are $50 ð one-time.   Payment for Applica-
tion must also be attached.   For those states that pay , either full pay-

ment or partial payment, the check must be attached.  
 

Also, for the states that pay for each of their applicants, when sending in multiple appli-
cations to HQ, please include an inventory of your applications to assure documentation 

and payment.    
  

  

IMPORTANT  
  

An incomplete application holds up the process.   Applications that come in without 
document, payment and/or signature are put into a pending folder.   It then takes a lot of 

time for the staff to make calls to either the applicant or the recruiting officer to assist in 
the completion.    
  

Membership applications are on the MOPH Website, where you can download a copy to 
submit by mail or complete and submit online, and in each issue of the Purple Heart Mag-
azine . 

 

MAY IN HISTORY  

May 7, 1954  - The French Indochina War ended with the fall of Dien Bien Phu, 
in a stunning victory by the Vietnamese over French colonial forces in northern 

Vietnam. The country was then in divided in half at the 17th parallel, with 

South Vietnam created in 1955.  
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